
 

 

 
The King and The Pawn 

 

There’s an old Italian proverb:  
 

“At the end of the game, the king and the pawn go back into the same box.” 
(“Alla fine della partita, il re e il pedone tornano nella stessa scatola.”)  

 
During the game, the king holds power.  

 
The pawn seems insignificant.  

 
They move differently, are valued differently, and are treated differently.  

 
But when the game is over, they return to the same place.  

 
What a profound reminder.  

 
Our titles, wealth, status, influence, and accomplishments are temporary.  

 
In the end, none of them make us more human than anyone else.  

 
What matters most is not the piece we were given.  

 
It is how we played the game.  

 
How we treated people. 

 
How we used our power. 

 
How much compassion we showed. 

 
And what we left behind in the lives of others.  

 
Because eventually, the king and the pawn return to the same box. 


